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The Government, having need of funds for the relief
of the people who were suffering on account of the bad
harvest, decided for the first time to present to the
Douma the draft of a law providing for the opening
of a credit of fifty million roubles. The Douma reduced
the credit to fifteen million roubles, granted for one
month, and the Council of the Empire, upon which
M. GoremyHne counted to restore the original figure,
maintained the reduction, thus associating itself with the
Douma in a vote that signified lack of confidence in the
Government. This vote was a serious check for M.
Goremykine, and definitely destroyed the prestige of
his Cabinet even in the eyes of the Conservative party.
Seeing clearly, the impossible situation in which the
Government fourid itself, I took advantage of my personal
relations with some of the members of the Moderate
Liberal Party in both the Douma and the Council of the
Empire to confer with them in the hope of finding
some  way  out  of the   difficulty.    Our   conversations,
in which we were joined by M. Stolypine, took a more
and more interesting turn as time went on, and con-
firmed me in the conviction that it was entirely possible
to create an understanding between the governing power
and the national representation.   I decided finally to
try to open the eyes of the Emperor to the dangers of
the situation, and inform him of the result of my in-
vestigations.   The enterprise was a hazardous one, ior
it went contrary to all bureaucratic custom ;  the Em-
peror might easily refuse to hear the first word of such
an interference on the part of his Minister of Foreign
Affairs with a matter which did not strictly concern his
department, but in that event I was resolved to present
resignation without further delay.
With tke utmost secrecy I caEed together at my house